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Cumbria County Council and LEP

Serving the people of Cumbria

1 Introduction
Cumbria County Council and Cumbria LEP support the ambition of TfN to use  
transport as a tool to promote transformational economic growth across the North. We 
consider that close working between the County Council, LEP and TfN has helped 
with the production of a strategy that is both ambitious and alive to opportunities and 
challenges across the diverse geography of the North. Moving forward we look forward 
to building an even stronger working relationship mirrored by the development and 
delivery of crucial infrastructure improvements. 

With this in mind Cumbria is making a major contribution to the Northern Powerhouse 
and over the next 10 years, the potential benefits of growth here include:  

 7% of the nation’s energy being produced at Moorside in west Cumbria;
 An increase in productivity boosting GVA by £1.3bn above baseline projections;
 1% of UK export tonnage from West Cumbria Mining;
 £25bn of private sector investment;
 20,000 new homes; and
 The £43bn Dreadnought submarine programme.

Our transport networks are critical to our economy and the delivery of this potential. 
However issues around reliability, resilience and journey time mean rail and road  
infrastructure represent a barrier. 

We consider that the development of the Strategic Transport Plan combined with the 
associated funding opportunities will give real opportunities to address these challenges  
and help Cumbria make the fullest contribution to the UK economy and success of the 
Northern Powerhouse.

This response will explore these issues in greater detail and has been prepared on  
behalf of Cumbria County Council and Cumbria LEP in consultation with the six  
District Councils and Lake District National Park Authority. 
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The opportunity in Cumbria
Cumbria has a growing economy worth £11bn in GVA supported by 23,600 registered 
enterprises and 240,000 employees. Over the past 10 years Cumbria has seen the 
2nd fastest GVA growth nationally (51.1% in Cumbria vs 34.2% nationally) and fastest 
productivity growth (3.1% in Cumbria vs 2.2% nationally). 

The County has particular strengths in advanced manufacturing (with 16.8% of  
Cumbria’s workforce engaged; twice the national average) seeing Cumbria contribute 
6.1% of the Northern Powerhouse’s manufacturing GVA from only 3.1% of the working 
age population. 

Cumbria’s manufacturing strength is reflected by the presence of companies like GSK 
and Siemens in Ulverston, James Cropper Plc and Mardix in Kendal, James Walker in 
Cockermouth, Innovia in Wigton, Iggesund in Workington, Pirelli in Carlisle and BAE 
and Kimberly Clark in Barrow. 

Many of these industries are investing, for example BAE are delivering a £43bn  
programme across 3 classes of new submarine build. This programme will deliver 
£4.2bn of GVA growth between 2017 and 2037 and will see strengthened supplier 
links between south Cumbria and 1,000 companies across the UK.

Nuclear and energy are also key components of the Cumbrian economy with Sellafield  
(employing 12,500 workers) sitting at the centre of a cluster of expertise in the safe 
storage and reprocessing of nuclear waste. 

The strength of this sector is apparent with approximately 27,000 people employed 
in the nuclear industry and the supporting supply chain in Cumbria. The low carbon 
sector is also important with Cumbria hosting a number of major off-shore wind farms, 
including at Walney. The low carbon energy sector supports approximately 400  
businesses employing 8,100 people. 

The Low Level Waste Repository at Drigg is a national asset for nuclear storage, and 
there are other significant infrastructure investments supporting economic growth 
in west Cumbria, including west Cumbria Mining and west Cumbria water supplies 
project. 

These strengths give Cumbria a major role in innovation; with the University of  
Cumbria, National Nuclear Laboratory and the University of Manchester’s Dalton  
Institute all providing world class facilities. 

Building on these strengths; the County has a number of major investment proposals, 
worth in excess of £25bn. These Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIP) 
include the new Moorside Nuclear Power Station and the National Grid North West 
Coastal Connections Project. These will deliver 7% of the UK’s electricity requirement 
and 21,000 jobs over their life time and will build on major energy gereration off-shore 
at Walney, Duddon Sands and the Solway. The location of these sites highlights the 
important links between west and south Cumbria and the opportunity to further  
develop clusters. 

Supporting this potential, the Port of Workington has the potential to be a significant 
hub for the North West, benefitting from over £5.7 million of investment in container 
handling facilities. 

Alongside Workington, the Port of Barrow provides an important port for freight with 
particular strengths in supporting the energy, off-shore and marine construction  
industries. 

International connectivity to wider economic business centres is provided by means of 
gateways at Manchester and Newcastle Airports, which are soon to be supplemented 
by UK and Ireland flights from Carlisle Airport (commencing from 2018) supported by 
investment via the Regional Air Connectivity Fund to establish passenger flights.

2
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Alongside major investments there are significant plans for housing growth with plans 
to build 2,000 new homes each year across Cumbria. The strength of Cumbria’s  
proposition is reflected in the delivery of a major housing site to the south of Ulverston 
and designation of the St. Cuthbert’s Garden Village in Carlisle. 

The Garden Village would comprise a new mixed use development, including up to 
10,000 new homes, strategic employment opportunities and infrastructure including 
new commercial and community facilities alongside a new southern link road  
connecting Junction 42 of the M6 in the east and the A595 to the west. This  
development will be complemented by the Carlisle Kingmoor Park Enterprise Zone, a  
strategically important location for growth in the logistics and advanced  
manufacturing sector.

Cumbria is well known for its rural environment and economy; this supports a strong 
agri-tech and food industries and a major tourist industry. Reflective of this, in 2016 
Cumbria attracted 45 million visitors generating £2.4 billion for the local economy. 
Cumbria’s visitor offer is a major asset to the Northern Powerhouse and we expect 
that the contribution the National Park can make will only grow following designation  
of the Lake District as a World Heritage Site.

Cumbria County Council and LEP
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The challenges we face
Through innovation, jobs, exports, energy and nuclear expertise, there is a real 
opportunity for Cumbria to underpin transformational growth across the UK. However, 
for this to happen a number of key barriers need to be addressed through strategic 
infrastructure investment:

Delivering Investment  
While the M6 provides eastern Cumbria with a strong north / south transport spine, 
east to west travel either side of this route creates significant issues, both in terms 
of delivering investments and the ability of businesses and workers to access key 
markets and job opportunities. 

Cumbria is home to a major investment pipeline including the Moorside Nuclear 
Power Station, the ongoing decommissioning of Sellafield and the BAE successor 
Programme. Projects of this nature have significant logistics requirements, including 
for major volumes of construction material and just in time delivery together with 
access for workers. To achieve this, improved rail and road links are essential with 
enhancements in place prior to the commencement of construction activity being 
especially important. 

Accessing Markets
Journey time, resilience and reliability are a major barrier in accessing markets. 
This point is consistently raised by Cumbrian businesses. As such our road and rail 
networks are a significant block on productivity and investment. 

Skills and Accessing Work
Within Cumbria we face significant demographic and skills challenges. The Cumbria 
Skills Plan projects that by the mid 2020s over 80,000 new jobs will need to be 
filled. To achieve this there is a critical need to increase the pool of workers capable 
of accessing employment opportunities, a significant issue within a geography as 
dispersed as Cumbria’s.

Current travel times within the County deny this work place mobility creating skills 
gaps and lost opportunities to local people. This will be a particular issue in south 
and west Cumbria where unprecedented levels of investment in major construction 
projects will place significant demands on our skills pool. 

Improved road and rail infrastructure need to provide a stronger link between homes 
and jobs therefore increasing opportunity for individuals and giving business more 
access to the skills they require.

Visitor Travel
The visitor economy is vitally important to the Cumbrian economy with 45 million 
visitors attracted annually to Cumbria. These numbers are and expected to grow 
following designation of the Lake District National Park as a World Heritage Site. 

The impact of these flows can be significant, especially during peak times. We 
therefore consider it critical that links into and from major visitor destinations  
are enhanced.

National Markets
Cumbria plays a prominent role in strategic transport networks, with the West Coast 
Mainline, Tyne Valley Line, A66, A69 and M6 representing key arteries. While 
these are important routes the capacity, coherence and resilience create significant 
concerns and prevent them from realising their full potential.

3
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Strategic Transport Plan
Cumbria County Council is a constituent authority of TfN. We strongly support the  
creation and the role of the Strategic Transport Plan and the role it has in clearly  
setting out improved transport networks and driving economic growth across the 
entire region. 

In keeping with this approach we support the spatial and strategic approach being 
used to consider the future role of infrastructure. In particular we strongly support the 
recognition given to the opportunities across all parts of the North. 

To deliver this strategy the seven strategic development corridors are an extremely im-
portant part of the plan, these provide the framework for the development of integrated 
road and rail investment programmes and provide an opportunity to develop strategy 
specific to the potential and barriers we see in different parts of the North.

Within Annex B to this response we have provided detailed comments on the  
consultation questions and the key themes from within this response include:

 The need for the Plan to drive growth across all parts of the North;
 The Plan must continue to follow an approach that reflects opportunities and  
attributes across the North including a recognition of the critical role Cumbria can 
play in driving economic growth;

 The final Plan must include a strong programme of strategic investment schemes, 
identifying these will provide clarity to partners and Government on the investments 
that are required to deliver transformative economic growth; and

 Moving forward a clear strategy to deliver infrastructure interventions will be  
required.

Building on this point and in alignment with the principles surrounding the regional  
rebalancing toolkit, Annex A sets out the important infrastructure schemes needed to 
ensure Cumbria can make the fullest contribution to the success of the Northern  
Powerhouse. 

4
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Annex A
Strategic Road and Rail Schemes 
in Cumbria
Cumbria’s contribution to the UK economy is significant and with our established 
strengths and investment pipeline worth in excess of £25bn we have the potential to 
do much more.

The role of transport as an enabler for growth is strongly recognised within  
Government policy and we consider it important that the four objectives established 
through the 2017 Transport Investment Strategy remain at the forefront of the Strategic 
Transport Plan:

 Ensure our investment consistently meets the needs of users and helps to create a 
balanced economy;

 Focus on getting the best value out of the network and our investment;
 Retain a resolute focus on delivery; and 
 Remain adaptable in the face of change.

These principles are closely aligned with the Industrial Strategy, and the significant 
weight this grants infrastructure as a driver for economic growth and productivity.

These schemes identified below have been identified following the preparation of 
detailed evidence. We consider these to be critical to driving economic growth and 
maximising the major contribution Cumbria can bring to the  Northern Powerhouse.

Road priorities

Scheme Description Evidence

Whitehaven  
Relief Road

New strategic link to the east of Whitehaven to provide significantly improved 
access to major nuclear assets and investment sites to the south of the town. 

TAG Stage 1 Study complete  
October 2017. Summary prospectus 
and Strategic Outline Business case 
submitted to Highways England. 

Carlisle Southern 
Link Road

Strategic bypass connecting the A595 to J42 of the M6. This will support  
strategic connectivity but will also unlock 10,000 homes in St. Cuthbert’s  
Garden Village to the south of Carlisle.

TAG Stage 1 Study and SOBC  
Complete. TAG Stage 2 Study  
ongoing, this and OBC to be complete 
July 2018. HIF application submitted  
in September 2017

A595 / A66  
(West of M6) - 
Improvements

Comprehensive programme of works to improve strategic connectivity of the 
route through junction improvements, climbing lanes and bypasses. This would 
provide significantly better links to the energy and manufacturing clusters in 
west Cumbria.

West of M6 Strategic Connectivity 
Study. SOBC identifying packages 
complete September 2017 

A590  
Improvements 
including an  
Ulverston bypass

Comprehensive programme of works to improve strategic connectivity of the 
route through sections of additional dualling, passing lanes and bypasses 
including at Ulverston. This would provide significantly better links to the energy 
and manufacturing clusters in south Cumbria.

West of M6 Strategic Connectivity 
Study. SOBC identifying packages 
complete September 2017 

A66 Dualling 
including a  
Penrith Northern 
Spur

Dualling of outstanding section of A66 between Penrith and Scotch Corner. 
This would provide a new strategic route for north - south and east - west  
movement and help better connect manufacturing and energy clusters in Cumbria  
and Teeside and maximise opportunity for growth at Penrith.

Northern TransPennine Study and 
Cumbria LEP M6 Infrastructure 
Prospectus

A69  
Improvements 

Comprehensive improvements between Carlisle and Hexham including 
dualling. This would help bring manufacturing and energy clusters in Cumbria 
and the North East closer and better support strategic east west connectivity. 
Improved connectivity to Carlisle Airport is also required.

Northern TransPennine Study.

Kendal Northern 
Development Route

New northern link between A6 and A591. This would better embed the town 
with the M6 corridor, support future growth and reduce significant congestion.

TAG Stage 1 assessment complete 
June 2017.
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Scheme Description Evidence

Cumbrian Coast 
Line - Capacity 
and line speed 
improvements  

Capacity and line speed Improvements are essential to support the delivery 
and operation of new and proposed major development and Nationally  
Significant Infrastructure Projects in west Cumbria and to support improved 
passenger services. 

Capacity and capability study 
undergoing development. Role of line 
also highlighted in TfN Integrated Rail 
Report. SOBC to be complete  
April 2018.

Furness Line 
- Line speed 
improvements and 
electrification

Electrification of Furness Line together with line speed and signal improvements.  
This can reduce travel to work time and complement major investments 
planned in Furness and west Cumbria and the visitor economy. Enhancements 
could be phased with line speed improvements important in the immediate term.

Furness Line Study and TfN  
Integrated Rail Report.

Tyne Valley 
Line - Line speed 
improvements

Significantly reduced journey times between Carlisle and Newcastle. This 
would reduce travel to work time and providing increased strategic east west 
connectivity.

TfN Integrated Rail Report.

Lakes Line -  
Electrification  
and capacity 
improvements

Electrification of the Lakes Line. In advance of this, there is a short term need 
to deliver capacity improvements alongside improved rolling stock. These 
interventions will boost accessibility and increase the visitor offer provided by 
the Lake District.

Lakes Line Enhancement Options - 
Rail North is progressing study work 
considering options to improve  
services on the line. Lakes Line 
prospectus and Windermere Station 
Masterplan is complete.

West Coast Main 
Line - Increased 
capacity

Extra capacity on the West Coast Mainline north of Preston will ensure capacity 
will be in place to provide improved passenger services including HS2 and 
NPR integration.

Network Rail Freight Study and TfN 
Integrated Rail Report.

Station  
Enhancements 
including Carlisle, 
Penrith and  
Oxenholme 
Stations

Improved passenger facilities, public realm access and infrastructure at key 
stations. This will help our stations act as transport hubs but also key  
components in our town centres. Moving forward it will be critical that these 
stations are effectively serviced by HS2 units and enjoy effective integration 
with the NPR network.

Cumbria Infrastructure Plan and 
Carlisle City Centre Development 
Framework.
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Annex B
Draft Strategic Transport Plan 
Consultation Questions

Question 1a

Transport for the North has a vision, which is to establish “a thriving North of 
England, where modern transport connections drive economic growth and 
support an excellent quality of life”.

To what extent do you support or oppose the vision of Transport for the North 
as defined in the Draft Strategic Transport Plan?   

Over the past 2 years Cumbria County Council and LEP have enjoyed a very close 
working relationship with TfN. This working has helped us guide the creation of a  
Strategic vision that rightly seeks to project and promote opportunity across the North. 

This approach reflects opportunities across the North but also the drive towards  
economic rebalancing, a core element within the Industrial Strategy and we support 
the vision presented.

Question 1b

The Draft Strategic Transport Plan has developed four, pan-Northern transport 
objectives. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the pan-Northern 
objectives outlined in the Draft Strategic Transport Plan?

Consistent with the regional rebalancing toolkit we strongly support the pan northern 
approach being promoted within the strategy. This rightly recognises the contribution 
brought by all parts of the North to create a shared prosperity.

The plan should be stronger in highlighting the importance of the rural and visitor 
economy across much of the North. Attractions like the Lake District National Park are 
critical to the Northern Powerhouse; supporting exports through increasing numbers 
of international visitors and providing an important element of our world class quality  
of life offer. 

Question 2a

The ‘Why’ section of the Draft Strategic Transport Plan sets out the approach 
and process for developing Transport for the North’s programmes of work. To 
what extent do you support or oppose the process which has been followed to 
develop the Draft Strategic Transport Plan? 

Cumbria County Council and LEP support the ambition of TfN to use transport as a 
tool to promote transformational economic growth across the North. We consider that 
close working between the County Council, LEP and TfN has helped with the  
production of a work programme that is both ambitious and alive to opportunities  
and challenges across the North. 

Moving forward we look forward to building an even stronger working relationship 
mirrored by the development and delivery of the crucial infrastructure improvements 
identified through these programmes.



12

Serving the people of Cumbria

Cumbria County Council and LEP

Question 2b

 The Draft Strategic Transport Plan identifies at least three main roles which 
transport  can play to help to drive the economy and deliver the transformational  
change required. These are Connecting People, Connecting Businesses and 
Moving Goods. 

 Please let us know your comments on the three main roles which transport can 
play to help drive the economy and deliver transformational change, including 
if there are any other roles which should be considered alongside these.

We support the three main roles identified for transport. In delivering the plan we  
consider it important for it to have flexibility to reflect the opportunities across the 
North. Working across these themes for Cumbria we see keys role for infrastructure in:  

Delivering Investment 
While the M6 and West Coast Mainline provide eastern Cumbria with a strong north / 
south transport spine, east to west travel either side of this route creates significant  
issues, both in terms of delivering investments and the ability of businesses and  
workers to access key markets and job opportunities. 

Cumbria is home to a major investment pipeline including the Moorside Nuclear 
Power Station, the ongoing decommissioning of Sellafield and the BAE successor 
Programme. Projects of this nature have significant logistics requirements, including 
for major volumes of construction material and just in time delivery. The STP would 
benefit from being clearer about the role of infrastructure in supporting delivery of 
major development and construction to just in time delivery.

Accessing Markets
Journey time, resilience and reliability are a major barrier in accessing markets. This 
point is consistently raised by Cumbrian businesses. As such our road and rail networks  
are a significant block on productivity and investment. Barriers posed by current  
deficiencies are relevant to the plan and the objective of supporting Pan Northern 
Growth.

Skills and Accessing Work
Within Cumbria we face significant demographic and skills challenges. The Cumbria 
Skills Plan projects that by the mid-2020s over 80,000 jobs will need to be filled. To 
achieve this there is a critical need to increase the pool of workers capable of  
accessing employment opportunities, a significant issue within a geography as  
diverse as Cumbria’s.

Current travel times within the County deny this work place mobility creating skills 
gaps and lost opportunities to local people. This will be a particular issue in west 
Cumbria where unprecedented levels of investment in major construction projects will 
place significant demands on our skills pool. 

Improved road and rail infrastructure need to provide a stronger link between homes 
and jobs therefore increasing opportunity for individuals and giving business greater 
access to the skills they require. While similar issues undoubtedly exist elsewhere, this 
is especially prevelent in Cumbria.

Visitor Travel
The visitor economy is vitally important to the Cumbrian economy with 45 million 
visitors attracted annually to the Cumbria. These numbers are expected to grow 
following designation of the Lake District National Park as a World Heritage Site. The 
impact of these flows can be significant, especially during peak times. 

More than this our landscapes and attractions help to project the north on an  
international stage; boosting our profile and offer to prospective investors and businesses.  
Building on this, and to ensure opportunities to access these resources is maximised, 
the plan should be more explicit in setting out the importance of travel to visitor  
destinations and to access our wider rural economy.
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National Connectivity 
Cumbria plays a prominent role in strategic north south transport networks, with the 
West Coast Mainline, Tyne Valley Line, A66, A69, A590 and M6 representing key 
arteries. While these are important routes their capacity, coherence and resilience 
create significant concerns and undermines their strategic role. These impacts are 
negative not only for Cumbria but also within the wider Northern Powerhouse.

Question 3a

Northern Powerhouse Rail aims to significantly improve capacity, frequency, 
speed, and services between the North’s main economic centres. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the emerging vision for Northern 
Powerhouse Rail as shown in the Draft Strategic Transport Plan?

While we agree that Northern Powerhouse Rail will bring benefits to much of the 
North, we retain concerns about the how it would integrate with the West Coast  
Mainline and the important economic centres it serves within Cumbria and Lancashire.

While the West Coast Mainline does provide high speed links, the route also has  
significant capacity and resilience challenges. A significant source of these challenges  
concern the twin tracked section north of Preston and through Cumbria.

Responding to this, we consider that greater consideration needs to the given to 
increasing capacity on West Coast Mainline, and with this, better embedding the route 
with the NPR network.

Question 3b

The Long Term Rail Strategy aims to improve train services, stations and lines 
on the wider rail network. It defines a series of five ‘themes’, each addressing 
one or more of the key gaps preventing the current rail network from delivering 
the pan-Northern transport objectives. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the aims and objectives of each 
of the five ‘themes’, as outlined in the Draft Strategic Transport Plan? 

We support the aims and objectives of each of the five themes and ambitious  
conditional outputs contained within the Long Term Rail Strategy (LTRS).

In particular we are pleased to see the LTRS providing a clear and systematic approach  
to delivering major improvements to the rail network across the north. Building on this 
commitment, we consider that the LTRS should be more explicit in setting out the role 
of rail as an enabler of growth.

In this context we welcome the recognition of the critical challenges on the Cumbrian 
Coast Line; however more recognition should be given to the importance of improving 
this line to unlock major investment and the important role of the rail connected Ports 
at Barrow and Workington. Alongside this, we consider that there needs to be an  
acknowledgment of challenges surrounding capacity on the West Coast Mainline 
north of Preston and through Cumbria.

In Delivery Section 5, under the Short Term 2018-2025 period for investment, the 
focus appears to be on ensuring the rail network in the north can take advantage of 
HS2. This aspiration should not distract from other critical issues including short term  
requirement to deliver capacity on the Cumbrian Coast Line necessary for it to support 
the delivery of major development. With respect to HS2 and NPR it is important that 
prior to their delivery, capacity constraints on the West Coast Mainline are addressed.  
This is essential should the full range of benefits from HS2 and NPR be realised for all 
of the north, including Cumbria.
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Question 3c 

The Major Roads Network for the North (along with Strategic Road Studies) 
aims to improve the reliability, efficiency, quality and resilience of the North’s 
road network. 

Transport for the North and its Partners have identified a Major Road Network 
for the North, which includes roads managed by local transport and highways 
authorities and also those managed by Highways England (such as Motorways 
and A-roads). This approach is based on the principle that the last mile can 
make all the difference as to whether goods or people arrive on time and/or as 
efficiently as possible, and so management and investment of this Network is 
a priority. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the development of a ‘Major Road 
Network for the North’? 

We support the creation of an ambitious Major Road Network for the north and with 
that the prominence this network grants local roads. 

Roads across the north perform differing roles and face different challenges. Alive 
to this principle, we consider it crucial that further development of evidence takes 
place in a manner that reflects the role and characteristics of routes. In Cumbria long 
distance is a key issue and reflecting this there is a need for improved journey speed, 
reliability and resilience.

Question 3c2 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with Transport for the North’s focus 
on ‘the last mile’ as a means to improve the overall reliability, efficiency, quality 
and resilience of the North’s road network? 

While we certainly support recognition of the importance of last mile connectivity, we 
would have significant concerns should this become the predominant focus for activity. 

In Cumbria we face significant barriers due to our extended geography and distance 
from key markets. In this respect it is vital there are steps taken to improve journey 
times, reliability, efficiency, quality and resilience across the North’s road networks and 
not just the last mile are given priority. 

In line with this we would support the wider focus being taken in the development of 
road proposals.

Question 3d

Integrated and Smart Travel aims to improve the experience for people using 
public transport across the North. 

How important or not do you think Integrated and Smart Travel is to delivering 
the four key programme objectives in the Draft Strategic Transport Plan?  

The promotion of Smart travel is strongly supported by Cumbia County Council. We 
see significant benefit in the establishment of a truly integrated approach to ticketing 
throughout the north.

While we support the impetus to create smart ticketing there is a need to ensure roll 
out takes place equitably and at pace. Significant delay in the delivery of smart ticketing  
could place parts of the north at disadvantage and so represent a missed opportunity. 
In light of this we would urge an early and accelerated roll out.
 

Cumbria County Council and LEP
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Question 3e

Seven ‘Strategic Development Corridors’ have been identified to help inform 
major strategic transport interventions. 

Do you agree or disagree with the approach to how the Strategic Development 
Corridors have been identified, as outlined in the Draft Strategic Transport Plan?      

We strongly support the creation of the seven development corridors. In particular we 
support the creation of the Connecting the Energy Coasts Corridor considering the 
area between Cumbria and Lancashire and the North East and Teeside and the North 
West to Sheffield City Region; focussed on enhancing rail links from the West Coast 
Mainline into Greater Manchester and Yorkshire.

In identifying these corridors we welcome the inclusive approach applied ensuring 
economic opportunities across the entire north are recognised. 

Connecting the Energy Coasts
The identification of this corridor is strongly supported. While we support the  
description of the corridor, we would advise that there needs to be a stronger recognition  
to the investment pipeline here and the need for major infrastructure investment to 
unlock growth. In this respect within the profile explicit reference needs to be made to 
the need for increased rail capacity on the Cumbrian Coast Line.

Through rightly giving significant focus to issues surroundng energy and advanced 
manufacturing, this corridor also hosts a number major visitor attractions. These  
assets and the role of transport in supporting them should be more clearly expressed.

We also would advise that there needs to be increased reference to the challenges 
of distance and the need for workers and business to travel significant distances to 
access job opportunities. This, combined with poor east - west infrastructure is among 
the most significant issues faced by this corridor.

North West to Sheffield City Region
We support the creation of this strategic development corridor which is focused on 
improving rail links between the advanced manufacturing clusters between Cumbria 
and Sheffield.

This description of the corridor would nonetheless benefit from being more explicit 
about the scale of expertise and opportunity in Cumbria including major advanced 
manufacturing cluster in Furness. Linked with this we consider that there would be 
scope to extend this corridor to encapsulate southern Scotland and west Cumbria. 
The links between Scotland and Cumbria are very strong with shared expertise in 
manufacturing, energy and nuclear.

Aligned to the opportunities in this corridor, there needs to be a stronger recognition 
of the issues surrounding the West Coast Mainline and how limited paths constrain 
opportunities. Moving forward it is questioned whether this corridor could be more 
effectively integrated into Northern Powerhouse Rail.
 

Question 3f 

Please let us know your comments on Transport for the North’s identified work 
programmes as set out in the Draft Strategic Transport Plan. 

Please note at this stage we are not seeking feedback on specific infrastructure  
projects themselves – an opportunity will be given on a project-by-project 
basis when such projects are brought forward and developed. 

Northern Powerhouse Rail
Please see the response to question 3a.

Long Term Rail Strategy
Please see the response to question 3b
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Major Roads Network
Please see the response to question 3c

Smart and Integrated Travel
Please see the response to question 3d

Strategic Development corridors
Please see the response to question 3e

Question 4 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? ‘Overall, 
the Draft Strategic Transport Plan will give businesses the confidence to invest 
in the North over the coming decades’    

We support each of the seven strands identified. Fundamentally funding remains a key 
challenge to the success of the strategic transport plan. 

Within the final STP it is hoped that a clear picture on funding can be identified,  
including clear pathways to achieve greater powers and with that devolved funding.

Question 5a 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? ‘Overall, 
the Draft Strategic Transport Plan will give businesses the confidence to invest 
in the North over the coming decades’. 

We tend to agree with this statement. While the creation of a confident and  
economically focused plan is welcome, there remain gaps, both in terms of the  
identification of specific local schemes, and delivery.

Most significantly the plan is weakened by the absence of information on the key 
schemes need to deliver the aspirations contained within it.

We have established a clear ambitious prgramme of improvements in Cumbria. These 
are set out in Annex A.

Many of these require early and upfront infrastructure delivery to insure they are in a 
position to support the major investments planned in the county.

Question 5b 

Overall, to what extent do you support or oppose the Draft Strategic Transport 
Plan in its current format?    

We tend to support the plan in its current format. For the reasons set out in response 
to Question 5a, further improvements are essential.

Question 6 

What, if any, additional comments do you have that are relevant to this  
consultation on both the Draft Strategic Transport Plan and/or the    

Please see covering statement and Annex A to this response.
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